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of Daphne. The palace and the garden pass away with the
refined genius and the delicate taste that create them; but
JSTature is eternal, and even yet the valley of the Orontes
offers, under bhe glowing light of an eastern day, scenes of
picturesque beauty that Switzerland cannot surpass. The
hills of Laodicea, once famous for their wine, are now cele-
brated for producing the choicest tobacco of the East.
Tripoli is a flourishing town, embosomed in wild groves of
Indian figs, and famous for its fruits and silks. Advancing
along the coast we reach the ancient Berytus, whose tobacco
vies with Laodicea, and whose silk surpasses that of Tripoli.
We arrive at all that remains of the superb Tyre ; a small
peninsula and a mud village. The famous Acre is still the
most important place upon the coast; and Jaffa, in spite of
so many wars, is yet fragrant amid its gardens and groves
of lemon trees.

The towns on the coast have principally been built on
the sites and ruins of the ancient cities whose names they
bear. None of them have sufficient claims to the character
of a capital; but on the other side of the mountains we
find two of the most important of oriental cities, the popu-
lous Aleppo, and the delicious Damascus; nor must we
forget Jerusalem, that city sacred in so many creeds !

In ancient remains, Syria is inferior only to Egypt. All
have heard of the courts of Baalbec and the columns of
Palmyra. Less known, because only recently visited, and
visited with extreme danger, are the vast ruins of magni-
ficent cities in the Arabian vicinity of the lake Asphaltites.

The climate of this country is various as its formation.
In the plains is often experienced that intense heat so fatal
to the European invader j yet the snow, that seldom falls
upon the level ground, or falls only to vanish, rests upon
the heights of Lebanon, and, in the higher lands, it is not
difficult at all times to discover exactly the temperature you
desire. I travelled in Syria at the commencement of the